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would fail to save expense appreciably. But Lord Mayo had
little difficulty in showing that a smaller thing would be less
expensive than a larger. Then several of the new State rail-
ways were begun upon the gauge of 3 ft. 3 in. and a compre-
hensive scheme was prepared whereby the lines generally west
'of Delhi, namely those in the Panjab and Sind, and those
running from the Iforth-western Provinces through Eajputana
and Central India towards Bombay, should be constructed on
this gauge. This scheme was after Lord Mayo's death aban-
doned as regards the Panjab, but is in the main being carried
into effect for the lines in Eajputana and Central Asia.

Lord Mayo was quite prepared to raise money by loan, about
four millions sterling annually, for the construction of railways
and canals, and to depend on the Government being recouped,
by the net income from these useful works, for the interest on
the capital laid out upon them. He acquiesced in the principle
already established, to the effect that this outlay and all charges
and receipts incidental to it should be kept separate from the
ordinary budget of revenue and expenditure and treated as
technically " extraordinary." But he was anxious that a
separate audit should be set up, to be conducted with the public
as witness. In these matters he continued to receive the same
valuable support which his predecessor had received from
Colonel Eichard Strachey.

He supported all plans which were judiciously and consider-
ately framed with a view to levying special rates in the several
Provinces of the empire for purposes of local improvement. An
important beginning was made in Bengal by the imposition of
the road cess for schools and roads, notwithstanding the opposi-
tion raised on the score of the permanent settlement.

Some considerable impulse was given by him to the project for
abolishing the inland customs line, whereby sugar and salt were
taxed in transit. He induced the Native Princes in whose
territory the sources of salt supply were situated to allow them
to be managed by the British authorities, so that the duty
might be levied at the place of production. He then arranged
for the construction of railways to these sources of supply.